The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Blueprint is a road map to creating an AIDS-free
generation. It prioritizes gender equality and the sexual and reproductive health and rights of women and
girls in a way that reflects the reality of HIV: Worldwide, women account for more than half of all people
living with HIV.i The Blueprint has integrated their needs in a way that can make a substantial difference.



: One of the Blueprint’s five principles is a focus on women and girls to increase
gender equality in HIV services (p5). As such, women and girls are included throughout the
document and not isolated into one section, as they have been in previous U.S. approaches.



: The Blueprint states that individuals have the right to make informed
decisions about their reproductive lives, and to have access to a range of contraceptives if they wish
to avoid pregnancy. It also states that women living with HIV have the right to have children (p35).



: The Blueprint includes specific guidance on integrating voluntary
family planning, HIV, and maternal health programs (p35). Previous approaches have only included
family planning in vertical transmission (Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission) programs.



: The Blueprint emphasizes both female and male condoms (p17). Female condoms
are the only method available that protect against HIV, prevent pregnancy, and are designed for
women to initiate. Female condoms are effective and give women something they may have never
had before –the opportunity to protect their health.



: The Blueprint advises that adolescents, including out-of-school youth and married
adolescent girls, receive youth-friendly programming (p35). It also advises that programs prevent
and respond to sexual abuse and coercion, and change attitudes and practices toward child marriage.

The Blueprint is a program strategy. It does not address funding, and does not include any funding
restrictions, including for family planning commodities.
The PEPFAR Blueprint is a road map for future programs. In order for it to translate into programs and
policy, it will need support from the incoming secretary of state. Congress also will need to appropriate
funding to support the Blueprint’s implementation.
The Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE) is a U.S.-based nongovernmental organization that
promotes the sexual and reproductive health and human rights of women and girls worldwide through
education and advocacy efforts that affect the development and implementation of U.S. policies.
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